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The  President's  Message 


Bv  David  Provost 


Greetings! 

I've  been  collecting  the  traditional  series  of  US  commemorative  coins  for  about  12  years  now.  It 
was  the  series  I  started  with  when  I  returned  to  the  hobby  as  an  adult  after  about  15  years  away. 
The  various  designs  of  the  coins  were  what  initially  grabbed  my  attention;  the  stories  behind 
each  piece  have  kept  hold  of  it.  The  Society  for  US  Commemorative  Coins  has  been  a  big  part 
of  my  enjoyment  of  my  collection.  Meeting  other  collectors  with  similar  interests  at  SUSCC 
meetings  and  reading  about  the  series  in  The  Commemorative  Trail  have  each  added  to  my 
overall  appreciation  of  our  corner  of  US  numismatics.  So,  it  with  great  pleasure  that  I  assume 
the  duties  of  president  of  our  society  and  pledge  to  do  all  that  I  can  to  support  your  ideas  for 
our  group  and  to  make  it  one  of  the  most  vital  specialty  organizations  within  our  hobby! 

In  business.  I've  found  that  the  most  successful  are  those  who  promote  and  embrace  a  "How 
can  we  make  this  better?"  attitude  and  approach.  Fortunately,  our  organization  is  not  broken. 
We  have  a  core  group  that  is  dedicated  to  the  success  of  the  organization,  we  are  financially 
sound  and  we  represent  an  area  of  collecting  that  is  very  active.  It  doesn't  mean,  however,  that 
we  can't  work  together  to  make  it  better  and  more  vital.  I  would  like  to  ask  you  for  your  ideas 
and  suggestions  on  how  we  can  make  SUSCC  the  best  value  it  can  be  for  its  members  and  how 
we  can  make  ourselves  more  attractive  and  accessible  to  the  large  number  of  collectors  of  US 
commemoratives  who  are  not  yet  members  of  our  group.  Together,  I  think  we  can  achieve 
great  things  if  we  refuse  to  settle  for  "good  enough"  and  constantly  look  for  ways  to  improve! 

To  achieve  success,  an  organization  needs  three  things: 

1)  A  Direction 

2)  A  Plan 

3)  Resources 

A  "Direction  for  Success"  will  often  come  from  an  organization's  executive  management  in  the 
form  of  Mission  and  Vision  statements.  To  set  our  course.  I'd  like  to  propose  the  following 
Mission  and  Vision  statements  for  SUSCC: 

Mission 


To  help  maximize  the  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  United  States 
commemoratives  among  collectors ,  dealers  and  the  general  public. 
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Vision 


To  be  the  leading  source  of  trusted  information  and  education  regarding  United 
States  commemoratives,  the  leading  supporter  of  collectors  of  the  series  and  the 
leading  advocate  of  US  commemoratives  within  the  hobby. 

I'd  like  to  hear  your  thoughts  on  these  statements  as  we  finalize  them  and  use  them  as  the 
guideposts  for  development  of  our  plan. 

Our  plan  to  fully  realize  this  Mission  and  Vision  will  be  based  in  raising  awareness  about 
SUSCC,  creating  educational  content  that  we  can  share  with  all  collectors  and  becoming,  as  an 
organization,  more  active  within  the  hobby  by  sponsoring  activities  that  support  the  collecting 
of  US  commemoratives. 

A  common  goal  for  a  new  president  of  a  hobby  organization  is  to  increase  the  membership  of 
the  organization.  I  certainly  consider  this  among  the  goals  I  would  like  to  set  for  myself.  In 
fact.  I'd  like  to  see  our  organization  grow  by  50%  or  more  over  the  next  two  years.  I  believe  we 
can  achieve  this  level  of  growth  by  better  promoting  our  organization  within  the  numismatic 
community  and  by  re-exciting  our  current  membership  so  that  each  member  becomes  a  SUSCC 
"salesperson"  when  talking  with  friends  and  fellow  collectors. 

You  may  have  already  noticed  our  advertisement  in  the  Coin  World  and  Numismatic  News 
classifieds  section.  These  ads  will  be  running  every  week  in  an  effort  to  reach  a  broad  range  of 
collectors  that  may  not  be  aware  of  our  group  or  who  keep  "forgetting"  to  join. 

We  will  also  soon  be  updating  our  website  with  more  content  about  both  the  traditional  and 
modern  series  of  commemoratives.  Our  new  address  will  be  www.suscconline.org.  Look  for  it 
beginning  in  April  2005. 

SUSCC  will  be  a  "visible"  organization  in  2005  -  let  me  know  what  you'd  like  to  see!  Please 
send  your  thoughts  to  me  via  email  at  commems@aol.com  or  via  postal  mail  at  P.O.  Box  754, 
Morrisville,  NC  27560. 

Until  next  time.  Happy  Collecting! 
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Ihe  Vice  President's  Office 


By  Anthony  J.  Swiatek  (R-0004,  NY) 


Greetings  to  all  members  of  our  remembrance  preservers  society . 

Let  me  first  welcome  our  new  president,  David  G.  Provost  to  the  top  post.  The  current  board 
believes  he  will  fulfill  his  duties  most  admirably  (If  not,  we  will  shoot  him.  No,  we  are  just 
kidding!). 

Since  the  society's  inception  in  1983,  we  were  asked  on  various  occasions  as  to  why  we  don't 
accept  advertising  from  dealers  in  the  commemorative  trail?  Additional  funds  could  be 
generated.  The  board  has  always  decided  against  any  advertising,  because  it  wanted  to  protect 
those  members  whose  grading  skills  were  lacking  in  various  degrees  from  those  dealers  whose 
business  practices  were  questionable.  We  were  cognizant  of  these  unscrupulous  individuals 
and  their  methods  of  operation. 

Sales  of  BU  coins  by  the  latter  meant  society  members  would  receive  not  a  Brilliant 
Uncirculated  MS-60  coin  or  better,  but  a  cleaned  or  doctored  surface  piece  or  a  bright  Almost 
UNC  (AU)  coin.  Their  term  BU  with  various  accompanying  descriptive  adjectives  really 
translated  "BU"  into  some  state  of  "Been  Used"  instead  of  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 

Our  editor  exclaims  "BU"  meant  "beat  up"!  It  is  a  shame  that  a  few  ruin  the  aforementioned  for 
the  honest  dealers.  Unfortunately,  It's  too  much  of  a  costly  legal  hassle  and  extremely  difficult 
to  attempt  to  bar  particular  individuals  from  advertising  in  the  commemorative  trail.  Thus,  we 
do  not  have  any  dealer  advertising  in  the  trail. 

Also,  while  we  always  need  articles  for  the  Trail,  we  reject  on  occasion  those  whose  primary 
objective  is  self  promotional  AND  NOT  EDUCATIONAL. 

Numismatically  yours, 

Anthony  J.  Swiatek,  VP 
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SUSCC  Membership  as  of  2-1-05 


New  Members 

J-3005  Sandra  Cellilo 

R-3060  W.  Mark  Veasey 

R-3061  Wayne  Herndon 

Resigned 

R-1717  Lee  Gong 

R-3042  Theresa  Lund 

Thanks  to  the  following  SUSCC  members  for  their  donations: 

John  P.  Case  Ray  &  Janette  Mercer  Jim  Whelan 


Along  the  Trail 

•  David  Provost  is  our  SUSCC  President.  Welcome  Mr.  President! 

•  Anthony  Swiatek  has  stepped  down  to  SUSCC  Vice  President. 

•  Michael  Turrini  is  running  for  ANA  Governor!  We  wish  you  luck! 

•  Steve  Bieda  has  designed  a  nice  125th  Anniversary  Commemorative  Medal  for  the  Michigan 
State  Capitol. 


SUSCC  Treasurer  Mary  Beedon  smiles  while  the  SUSCC  Secretary  &  Editor 
Gary  Beedon  thinks  about  the  next  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail. 
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TRAIL  MIX 


E-mail  from  Michael  Garafalo 

Hi  Gary: 

Nice  job  on  this  issue  of  the  Trail.  I  got  a  chance  to  read  it  and  enjoy  it  over  the  holidays.  I  hope 
all  is  well  and  that  you  and  your  family  had  a  great  Christmas. 

Regards, 

Michael  K.  Garofalo 
libertynum@comcast.net 

E-mail  from  Michael  Garafalo 

After  reading  the  Trail,  I  would  like  to  raise  a  few  questions  that  occurred  to  me: 

1.  I  noticed  that  Anthony  mentioned  in  his  column  that  he  is  not  running  for  reelection  as 
President  (but  would  serve  as  VP)  and  Bob  Van  Ryzin  will  not  run  for  reelection  as  VP. 

Anthony  did  a  great  job  and  was  a  recognizable  face  for  the  Society.  Do  you  know  if  anyone 
will  run  for  President?  Has  anyone  declared  their  intention  yet?  I  feel  that  having  an  activist 
President  is  critically  important  to  the  future  success  of  the  Society. 

2.  Is  anyone  focusing  on  driving  our  membership  numbers  back  up?  I  know  that  at  one  point 
we  had  over  1,300  current  members  and  that  now  we  are,  I  assume,  around  400.  However,  I 
noticed  that  the  new  membership  number  is  over  2,300,  which  means  that  we  have  lost  around 
2,000  members?  Is  anyone  wmrking  on  this?  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  critical  of  issues  that 
the  Society  faces. 

3.  Has  anyone  made  an  effort,  as  Helen  Carmody  used  to  do,  to  twist  the  arms  of  dealers  to  join 
(or  rejoin)  the  Society?  To  most  dealers  $20  is  coffee  money  and  they  wouldn't  give  a  second 
thought  to  spend  that  amount  on  something  like  SUSCC  membership.  But  someone  has  to  ask 
them.  Is  it  possible  to  get  a  listing  of  dealers  who  are  current  society  members?  Can  the 
membership  list  be  segregated  by  dealers  and  collectors? 

Gary,  as  Editor,  I  know  that  these  are  not  issues  that  were  your  responsibility.  But  as  Society7 
members,  it  is  important  that  we  deal  with  these  issues.  I  just  wanted  to  raise  these  issues  and 
get  some  input  from  you.  I  guess  that  after  my  hiatus  from  being  really  active  with  the  Society,  I 
would  like  to  help  once  again.  I  promised  you  that  I  will  write  some  articles  and  keep  sending 
you  items  for  inclusion,  but  I  think  I  need  to  do  something  more. 

I  would  welcome  your  thoughts. 

Best  regards, 
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Michael  K.  Garofalo 
libertvnum@comcast.net 


E-mail  from  Gary  Beedon  to  Michael  Garafalo 

As  for  the  next  VP  of  SUSCC,  it  will  be  Anthony  Swiatek.  For  the  next  president  of  SUSCC,  it 
may  be  David  Provost.  The  announcement  will  be  made  at  the  FUN  show  in  Florida  this  month, 

1  hear.  It's  not  me,  as  I  have  two  jobs  in  SUSCC  (Secretary  &  Editor). 

As  for  membership  numbers,  I  went  to  3000  and  higher  for  new  members,  since  it  was  not 
known  100  percent  what  prior  numbers  had  been  assigned  and  what  had  not  at  the  2300  level  or 
so.  I  may  have  assigned  some  in  that  area.  Some  small  groups  of  numbers  had  no  members 
assigned  that  we  could  determine.  The  fire  at  Flelen’s  apartment  probably  consumed  a 
few  SUSCC  records. 

At  one  time  membership  was  high,  but  those  figures  were  when  commemoratives  were  real 
hot,  maybe  back  in  the  middle  to  late  1980s.  You  probably  know  more  about  this  than  I  do. 
Membership  has  been  fairly  constant  for  the  past  three  years:  New  SUSCC  members  seem  to 
add  up  or  balance  the  ones  who  have  died,  quit  collecting  or  resigned. 

No  one  that  I  know  of  has  offered  to  twist  the  arms  of  dealers.  It  would  be  nice  to  have  a 
creative  SUSCC  membership  person  or  a  press  release  person. 

Articles  are  in  short  supply.  Filler  material  is  also  in  short  supply. 

Do  you  know  of  anyone  that  has  information  and  photos  of  major  die  varieties  of  the  older 
commemoratives? 

Regards, 

Gary  Beedon 

E-mail  from  Nick  de  Matties 

In  the  latest  issue  of  SUSCC,  there  are  prices  listed  for  Modern  Commemoratives  from  a  "local 
dealer".  I  have  become  more  interested  in  the  modern  lately  due  to  the  very  high  prices  for  the 
"early",  especially  the  keys.  I  am  always  on  the  lookout  for  dealers  who  handle  this  series  and 
would  like  to  know  if  you  could  provide  me  with  a  contact  address/  phone/ web.  I  live  in  the 
Phoenix  area  and  the  selections  are  pretty  thin  so  I  necessarily  have  to  rely  on  phone  or  mail  or 
web  auctions  for  my  collecting. 

Thanks  for  your  contributions  to  the  group  and  especially  your  efforts  with  the  "Trail".  I  really 
look  forward  to  receiving  it  and  believe  it  is  an  essential  component  to  the  organization. 

Two  suggestions  I  might  make  for  future  publications:  (sorry  if  these  have  appeared  in  previous 
issues,  I  have  only  been  a  member  for  a  couple  of  years!) 
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An  article  listing  the  key  dates  to  the  Early  Commems  and  accompanying  text 
explaining  why  they  are  on  the  list. 

An  article  about  the  KM#  numbers  associated  with  the  coins,  what  it  is,  what  it  refers  to, 
how  it  came  into  being,  how  and  why  it  is  used,  and  where  these  references  can  be 
found  and  to  what  use  they  can  be  put. 

1  see  that  the  president  and  vice  president  are  stepping  down  soon.  1  hope  that  we  can  continue 
as  an  effective  voice  for  the  commemorative  experience  and  that  someone  as  interested  and 
supportive  as  you  have  been  can  be  found  to  fill  the  vacancies. 

Regards, 

Nick  de  Matties 


E-mail  from  Gary  Beedon  to  Nick  de  Matties 

The  prices  for  the  modern  commemoratives  listed  in  the  last  issue  are  from  a  local  dealer, 
[Dealer  name  omitted  in  this  issue  of  the  Trail].  If  you  look  closely  at  the  list,  you  will  notice  that 
some  of  the  issues  are  not  listed,  such  as  the  scarce  1996  Olympics  coins  in  UNC.  He  does  not 
have  them!  [Dealer  name  and  address  omitted  in  this  issue  of  the  Trail]. 

The  KM  numbers  refer  to  the  K  in  Chester  Krause  and  to  the  M  in  Clifford  Mishler  of  Krause 
Publications. 

They  are  mostly  used  in  their  World  Coins  catalog  to  preface  a  coin  reference  number  such  a 
KM#  15,  etc. 

As  for  the  next  VP  of  SUSCC,  it  will  be  Anthony  Swiatek. 

For  the  next  president  of  SUSCC,  it  may  be  David  Provost.  The  announcement  will  be  made  at 
the  FUN  show  in  Florida  this  month,  I  hear. 

Not  me,  as  I  have  two  jobs  in  SUSCC:  Secretary  &  Editor. 

Regards, 

Gary 
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E-mail  from  Michael  Garafalo 

Regarding  the  President's  job,  I  think  Dave  Provost  is  a  wonderful  guy  and  he  would  do  a 
terrific  job.  He  is  also  a  friend  of  mine.  But  if  Dave  can't  do  it  or  won't  do  it,  let  me  know.  I  will 
be  happy  to  help  out. 

I  think  you  certainly  have  your  hands  full  with  both  the  Secretary  and  the  Editor's  jobs.  What 
can  I  do  to  help  you  on  the  newsletter  end?  Would  you  want  me  to  write  at  least  one  longer 
piece  for  each  of  the  next  few  issues  for  you?  Is  there  anything  you  would  like  me  specifically  to 
do  to  help  you  with  the  upcoming  issues?  I  certainly  have  lots  of  filler  stuff  I  can  send  you.  I  put 
down  your  deadlines  in  my  calendar  and  will  try  to  keep  to  them.  Let  me  know  what  you 
would  like  me  to  do  to  help  you. 
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Additionally,  I  really  think  there  is  a  strong  need  for  a  membership/ publicity  person  -  someone 
who  will  help  grow  the  Society.  If  those  are  the  only  dealers  that  we  currently  have,  then  there 
are  lots  of  people  to  ask.  I  do  think  that  we  might  have  other  people  who  are  dealers,  but  they 
have  their  newsletter  sent  to  their  home,  so  they  aren't  obvious  on  the  mailing  list  as 
dealers.  Someone  like  Eric  Carlson  at  Lexington  Coin  in  Lexington  Ma  comes  to  mind.  His  name 
wasn't  in  your  email  but  I  would  be  really  surprised  if  he  isn't  still  a  member.  As  I  talk  to  other 
dealers,  I  will  do  a  little  arm  twisting  to  try  to  get  them  to  join.  I  remember  when  I  was  having 
1500  -  1800  TCT  issues  printed  (and  they  were  60  to  100  pages  in  length  4  times  a  year).  We  had 
a  growing  membership  and,  as  Editor,  I  had  tons  of  submissions  from  members  -  articles,  pics, 
etc.,  I  would  love  to  get  us  back  to  that  level  once  again. 

Do  you  have  an  online  membership  application  that  I  can  send  out  with  my  e-mailings  to  my 
customers?  If  so,  send  it  to  me  and  I  will  send  it  out  every  month  with  my  listing. 

Gary...  I  will  leave  it  to  you  to  tell  me  how  I  can  help  you  and  the  Society.  My  time  is  limited  in 
that  I  have  a  business  to  run.  But  I  certainly  can  help  you  and  I  would  like  to  do  so. 

Best  regards, 

Mike 


E-mail  from  Gary  Beedon  to  Michael  Garafalo 

[Garafalo]  "What  can  I  do  to  help  you  on  the  newsletter  end?  Would  you  want  me  to  write  at 
least  one  longer  piece  for  each  of  the  next  few  issues  for  you?" 

YES!  I  would  be  quite  pleased  to  receive  a  longer  piece  of  material  for  any  issues. 

[Garafalo]  "I  certainly  have  lots  of  filler  stuff  I  can  send  you." 

Fillers  of  any  length,  from  a  quarter-page  and  up  would  be  great.  We  always  have  room  here 
and  there,  as  most  articles  rarely  end  on  a  full  page. 

Someone  could  write  a  one  or  two  page  column  for  each  issue  relative  to  commemoratives. 
Make  up  questions  and  answer  them,  or  have  a  column  titled,  "Did  you  know  this  about 
commemoratives?" 

I  would  think  that  there  are  others  on  the  SUSCC  list  who  are  dealers,  like  you  mentioned 
below. 

When  I  started  on  the  T rail,  I  think  one  or  two  years  was  four  issues,  but  the  material  and 
support  barely  justified  two  issues,  so  I  went  to  three  issues.  I  will  send  you  a  SUSCC 
application  in  MS  Word  file  format. 

Regards, 

Gary 
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E-mail  from  David  Provost 


1  d  like  to  begin  getting  a  better  sense  of  where  the  organization  stands  so  that  I  can  map  out  a 
plan  tor  our  group.  To  do  this.  I'll  need  your/your  wife's  help  in  pulling  together  some  basic 
information. 

Membership: 

Please  let  me  know  how  many  current  paying  members  we  have  (Life  Members  and  Regular 
Members). 

How  many  complimentary  memberships  do  we  have  on  the  books? 

Do  we  still  use  August  as  our  renewal  month?  (1  seem  to  recall  we  may  have  changed  this,  but  I 
can't  remember.) 

Finances: 

I'd  like  to  get  a  preliminary  sense  of  the  group's  finances.  Please  send  me  a  snapshot  of  our 
current  accounts  and  balances.  I'm  preparing  a  set  of  financial  statements  that  we'll  complete 
once  I  get  more  details. 

Do  we  keep  life  membership  dues  in  a  separate  account? 

The  Commemorative  Trail: 

How  much  does  each  issue  of  TCT  cost  for  production?  For  postage/  distribution? 

Web  site:  Who  is  in  charge  of  the  SUSCC  web  site  currently  hosted  by  the  ANA?  I  have  some 
thoughts  on  updating  it  and  making  it  a  bit  more  informative. 

Thanks, 

Dave 


E-mail  from  Gary  Beedon  to  David  Provost 

The  easy  stuff: 

Dues  are  payable  in  January. 

One  account: 

No  separate  account  for  life  members. 

Web  site: 

I  believe  my  name  is  on  the  list  to  update  the  site.  Helen  Carmody  made  the  site  during  a  class 
in  Colorado  Springs,  I  heard.  Up  until  a  few  months  ago,  updates  had  to  go  through  the  ANA 
web  master.  Now,  we  can  access  it  and  make  changes.  I  have  not  tried  making  changes  on  it. 
We  can  use  a  SUSCC  web  master  as  the  site  is  in  need  of  improvement. 

[See  SUSCC  Report  elsewhere  in  this  issue.] 
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SUSCC  Report 


Money  in  SUSCC  checking  account  (one  account  only  for  SUSCC),  per  the  SUSCC  treasurer, 
Mary  Beedon  as  of  1-19-05  $16339.18 

Note:  Amount  will  increase  as  members'  dues  are  arriving  daily. 


2004  issues  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  (34  pages,  including  covers,  no  ads) 
Issue  #1 

Printing  &  scanning  $624.30 

Shipping  &  Postage  $191.87 

Editor  stipend  (camera  ready  to  printer)  $500 

Total  $1316.17 

Issue  #2 

Printing  &  scanning  $624.30 

Shipping  &  Postage  $167.71 

Editor  stipend  (camera  ready  to  printer)  $500 

Total  $1292.17 

Issue  #3 

Printing  &  scanning  $624.30 

Shipping  &  Postage  $182.69 

*500  SUSCC  envelopes  $112.35 

Editor  stipend  (camera  ready  to  printer)  $500 

Total  $1419.34 

*Envelopes  are  printed  in  a  larger  quantity  than  the  number  of  issues  mailed. 

•  Secretary’s  Expense  (mail,  postage,  dues  notices,  USPS  Address  Service,  etc)  $250.28 

•  FUN  dues  $15.00 

•  ANA  dues  (not  due)  SUSCC  pays  in  5-year  time  blocks 

SUSCC  Membership  as  of  1-19-05 

10  “comp”  members  (ANA  Library,  authors  and  SUSCC  officers) 

27  Life  members 

15  members  that  forgot  to  pay  in  2004  and  were  not  dropped  due  to  an  oversight.  They  will  be 
dropped  if  their  2005  dues  are  not  paid  before  the  2005  #1  issue  goes  to  press. 

225  paid  members  total 

277  members  total  as  of  1-19-05 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Mary  Beedon,  Treasurer 
Gary  Beedon,  Secretary 
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By  Michael  K.  Garofalo,  LM#23 

The  term  "Minuteman  in  a  Coffin"  was  an  affectionate  term  for  a  1925  Lexington-Concord 
Commemorative  Half  Dollar,  still  housed  in  its  original  pine  distribution  box.  But  counterfeit 
Lexington  boxes?  Why  would  anyone  want  to  go  through  all  the  trouble  of  counterfeiting  an 
inexpensive  wooden  Lexington  box  you  ask?  Well,  the  story  begins  back  in  1985.  If  you  recall 
that  time  period,  the  grading  services  were  just  coming  on  the  horizon  and  "raw"  (i.e., 
uncertified)  coins,  or  those  with  ANACS  certificates,  were  the  norm.  At  virtually  every  major  coin 
show,  prospective  buyers  would  be  shown  thousands  and  thousands  of  coins  that  were  not 
entombed  in  hard  plastic. 

In  the  commemorative  coin  field,  there  were  basically  three  types  of  coins  -  raw  coins,  coins 
with  ANACS  certificates  and  those  coins  that  were  housed  in  their  original  distribution  holders. 
Of  the  three  types,  the  coins  in  the  original  distribution  holders  brought  significant  premiums. 
Because  of  this,  unscrupulous  individuals,  seeking  to  profit  from  the  unknowledgeable  buyers 
created  numerous  counterfeit  Lexington  wooden  boxes.  These  boxes  would  be  paired  with 
toned  or  even  untoned  1925  Lexington  commemoratives  and  sold  for  significant  premiums  to 
buyers  who  didn't  understand  what  they  were  buying.  To  the  trained  eyes  of  the 
commemorative  coin  specialist,  the  coins  with  original  holders  were  worth  a  premium  IF  and 
only  IF  they  had  the  proper  toning  that  would  normally  be  associated  with  that  type  of  holder. 
A  Lexington  commemorative  associated  with  a  pine  box  would  have  to  be  literally  covered  in  a 
greenish  cast  that  looked  quite  a  bit  like  PVC.  In  reality,  that  is  the  proper  way  that  a  Lexington 
should  look  after  it  has  been  stored  in  a  pine  box  for  many  years.  Silver,  being  a  chemically 
active  metal,  will  react  in  that  manner  with  the  pine  sap  that  was  inherent  in  these  little  pine 
boxes.  Commemorative  specialists  knew  that.  But  many  people  did  not. 

Due  to  these  premiums  that  were  being  paid,  the  demand  for  original  wooden  boxes  kept 
increasing.  The  supply  of  original  pine  boxes  was  very  thin  at  that  time,  though  it  was  larger 
than  most  people  thought.  In  fact,  the  commemorative  coin  bible  at  that  time  was  The 
Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins  1892  to  1954,  by  Anthony 
Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen.  In  that  valuable  reference  the  authors  state,  "...Over  125  of  these 
coins  are  around  in  the  original  boxes;  they  are  among  the  least  rare  original  holders  for 
commemorative  coins,  but  they  are  still  very  scarce  and  desirable..." 

If  one  looks  at  the  Summer  1986  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  there  is  a  story  (by  yours 
truly)  about  the  Lexington-Concord  commemorative  half  dollar.  On  Page  29  there  is  a  picture  of 
a  dozen  Lexington  commemorative  coins  in  the  original  boxes.  At  that  time,  I  personally  owned 
95  such  original  coins  and  boxes.  The  actual  survival  rate  numbers  were  significantly  higher, 
likely  closer  to  400  such  coins  in  boxes,  that  what  was  originally  reported.  The  boxes  were  not 
that  scarce  at  that  time,  but  demand  certainly  outstripped  the  available  supply. 

The  counterfeit  boxes  first  surfaced  in  1985  and  started  becoming  more  plentiful  as  we 
approached  the  1990's.  However,  the  popularity  of  "slabbing"  sent  the  prices  of  many 
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commemorative  coin  holders  tumbling.  Dealers  and  collectors  no  longer  wished  to  store  their 
coins  in  the  original  holders;  they  wanted  their  coins  in  slabs!  The  demand  for  many  holders  fell 
and,  as  a  result,  prices  dropped  as  well. 


An  original  Grouping  of  One  Dozen  Lexington  Commemoratives  in  Original  Pine  Boxes  from  1986 


While  these  "creative"  individuals  created  their  own  Lexington  boxes,  they  didn't  study  the 
original  boxes  ver/  closely.  For  those  of  you  who  are  not  very  familiar  with  the  pine  boxes,  an 
original  box  has  numerous  characteristics  that  will  allow  you  to  discern  an  original  box  from  a 
counterfeit  one.  First  and  foremost,  the  box  must  be  made  of  pine.  Many  of  the  counterfeit 
boxes  that  I  have  seen  are  NOT  made  of  pine.  They  are  made  of  a  light,  yellowish  wood,  such 
as  balsa,  that  does  not  have  the  same  fine  grains  and  texture  as  pine  has. 


A  Genuine  Lexington  Box.  Note  the  Intricate  Detail  in  the  Stamping. 


The  front  cover  of  the  box  is  stamped  with  a  likeness  of  the  Concord  Minuteman.  On  genuine 
boxes  the  detail  is  very  intricate.  While  the  stamping  has  faded  on  many  boxes  over  the  years, 
some  detail  should  still  be  evident.  The  counterfeit  boxes  have  significantly  less  detail.  Another 
way  to  tell  a  genuine  box  from  a  counterfeit  one,  even  with  faded  detail,  is  that  both  the  "1775" 
and  "1925"  dates,  that  are  stamped  on  the  upper  left  and  lower  right  of  the  front  are  actually 
impressed  into  the  wood.  You  should  be  able  to  lightly  run  your  finger  over  these  two  dates  and 
feel  a  depression  there,  even  on  a  faded  box.  On  every  counterfeit  box  that  I  have  seen,  the 
dates  are  NOT  impressed  into  the  wood. 
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A  Genuine  Lexington  Box  with  the  Cover  Removed  and  Displaying  the  Inset  that  held  the  Half  Dollar. 

Secondly,  an  original  box  measures  a  square  1.75"  high  by  1.75"  wide.  The  counterfeit  boxes 
generally  are  slightly  taller  than  the  genuine  ones  measuring  approximately  1.875"  and  slightly 
less  wide  measuring  1.6875"  than  the  originals.  Beyond  the  measurements,  you  can  plainly  see 
the  differences  in  the  actual  stamping  by  studying  the  photo  below.  The  counterfeit  box  (on  the 
left  in  the  picture  below)  has  significantly  less  detail  than  the  genuine  box  (on  the  right).  The 
dates  stamped  (1775  -  1925)  are  significantly  larger  on  the  counterfeit  box  as  well. 


The  Counterfeit  Box  is  on  the  Left;  the  Genuine  Box  is  on  the  Right. 

The  back  of  the  box  also  shows  significant  differences  in  the  stamping  as  well.  The  box  on  the 
left,  again,  is  the  counterfeit.  On  the  right  is  a  genuine  box.  There  is  significant  detail  on  the 
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Lexington  Belfry  itself  that  is  present  on  the  genuine  box  that  is  not  on  the  counterfeit.  Finally, 
the  actual  belfry  stamping  is  straighter  on  the  original  than  on  the  counterfeit,  where  it  seems 
to  lean  to  the  left  a  bit. 


Again  the  Counterfeit  Box  is  on  the  Left  and  the  Genuine  Box  is  on  the  Right 


Although  it  is  2004,  there  are  still  counterfeit  Lexington  Boxes  out  there  in  the  marketplace.  As 
recently  as  this  past  summer,  I  purchased  one  from  a  dealer  in  San  Diego  who  had  no  clue  that 
his  box  wasn't  genuine.  A  little  bit  of  study  will  allow  anyone  to  be  able  to  detect  the  counterfeit 
boxes  from  the  genuine  ones  very  easily.  Make  certain  that  YOUR  Minutemen  are  resting  in 
genuine  pine  boxes! 


Help  Wanted:  Golden  Harvest  Contest? 

By  David  Provost,  R-2162 

This  is  a  call  to  all  SUSCC  members!  I’d  like  to  enlist  your  help  in  learning  more  about  the  “Golden 
Harvest  Contest”  sponsored  by  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Birthplace  Memorial.  I  first  learned  of  the 
contest  when  I  acquired  the  letter  illustrated  here  as  part  of  a  package  that  included  the  BTW  “Gems  of 
Wisdom”  com  holder.  So  far,  I  have  been  unsuccessful  in  my  research  efforts  regarding  the  contest. 

If  you  have  any  information  about  the  contest,  please  contact  me  via  email  at  commems@aol .com  or  by 
postal  mail  at  PO  Box  754,  Morrisville,  NC  27560.  I  will  publish  whatever  I  learn  about  the  contest  in  a 
future  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  with  all  appropriate  credits  given. 

Thanks  in  advance  for  your  help! 
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(Reprinted  from  the  Summer,  1986  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail) 
by  Bill  Fivaz,  R-466,  GA 


Upon  occasion,  either  in  print  or  in  a  lecture,  I  have  noted  that  reference  has  been  made  to  the 
roughness"  or  not-fully-struck-up  portions  of  commemorative  as  being  the  result  of  "die 
abrasion". 

This  is  really  not  the  proper  term  to  describe  this  characteristic,  as  "die  abrasion"  would  indicate 
that  something  had  abraded  or  scratched  the  DIE,  thereby  imparting  a  RAISED  aberration  on 
the  coin.  This  is  not  what  is  in  question  here. 

A  more  accurate  description  would  be  "PLANCHET  abrasion,"  and  even  this  is  somewhat 
misleading.  I  thought  it  might  help  everyone  understand  a  little  bit  better  if  we  examine 
precisely  what  causes  this  roughness  on  various  coins,  so  let's  take  a  closer  look  at  something  I 
covered  a  couple  issues  ago  in  this  publication  -  the  Minting  Process. 

In  order  for  any  coin  to  be  fully  struck  up  so  that  all  the  design  details  are  sharp  and  distinct, 
there  must  be:  (1)  properly  designed  dies  that  are  not  worn  or  damaged  in  any  way,  (2)  a 
properly  annealed  (heated  and  cooled)  planchet,  and  (3)  adequate  striking  pressure  from  the 
dies  applied  to  that  planchet. 

Coins  struck  by  WORN  DIES  exhibit  a  weakness  in  areas  of  LOW  relief  on  the  coin,  usually 
where  the  design  meets  the  field,  while  a  coin  struck  with  inadequate  pressure,  a  WEAK 
STRIKE,  will  show  weakness  in  the  areas  of  HIGH  relief  (center  of  the  coin,  areas  where  wear 
first  show,  etc.). 

Many  times  a  worn  die  strikes,  or  one  struck  on  an  improperly  annealed  planchet,  will  create  a 
"rippled"  effect  on  the  surface  of  the  coin  similar  in  appearance  to  the  skin  of  an  orange. 
Understandably  then,  we  refer  to  this  as  the  "orange  peel"  effect.  However,  it  is  the  second  of 
these  problems,  the  WEAK  STRIKE,  that  we  are  concerned  with  in  regard  to  the  subject  at  hand. 

Before  a  planchet  is  struck,  it  has  passed  through  several  stages  of  preparation,  constantly 
hitting  and  banging  against  other  blank  planchets  in  tumblers,  tote  bins,  etc.  This  metal-against- 
metal  contact  creates  various  degrees  of  dings,  dents  and  scratches  on  the  planchet,  some  of 
which  can  be  quite  severe.  The  first  photo  shows  some  of  these  marks  on  an  unstruck  planchet. 
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MARKS  ON  PLAN  CHET 


When  a  heavily  marked  up  planchet  enters  the  striking  chamber  (resting  on  the  lower  die 
within  the  collar),  and  is  struck  by  the  two  dies,  if  the  striking  pressure  is  inadequate  for  anv 
reason,  the  metal  from  the  planchet  fails  to  flow  into  the  deepest  cavities  of  the  die's  design.  If 
this  particular  area  that  is  not  fully  struck  up  contains  some  of  the  more  prominent  planchet 
marks,  they  will  not  be  obliterated  by  the  strike  and  show  as  nicks  and  abrasions  on  the  coin. 
This  is  PLANCHET  ABRASION. 

The  important  thing  to  remember  is  that  these  planchet  abrasions  "go  with  the  territory"  and  do 
not  affect  the  grade  of  the  coin.  To  be  sure,  they  may  certainly  affect  the  price,  especially  to 
INCREASE  it  if  a  normally  weakly  struck  area  is  fully  struck.  If  they  are  abnormally  severe,  it 
should  be  mentioned  in  the  description  of  the  coin.  To  differentiate  between  planchet  abrasions 
and  post-striking  nicks  and  mishandling,  examine  the  area  closely  and  make  certain  there  is  still 
PLANCHET  LUSTER  (a  whitish,  frosty  appearance)  present,  and  not  sharp,  shiny  marks  which 
would  indicate  contact  with  other  corns  (metal  against  metal)  after  having  been  struck.  Another 
good  indication  of  planchet  abrasion  is  that  the  small  marks,  under  high  magnification,  will 
exhibit  rather  ROUNDED  edges,  so  produced  by  the  strike. 

Hopefully,  this  little  article  has  cleared  up  the  confusion  in  describing  this  particular  feature  of 
many  coins  in  the  commemorative  series. 

Here  are  examples  of  a  blank  planchet  and  planchet  abrasion  on  some  of  the  more  popular 
commemoratives. 
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Planchet  abrasion 
on  commemoratives 
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A  Holder 
For  the  Swedish 
Two  Kronor 

Tercentenary  Memorial  Coin 


By  David  Provost 


You  may  have  seen  the  notice  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  that  attendance  at  the  SUSCC 
meeting  held  during  the  ANA  Anniversary  Convention  in  Pittsburgh  was  light.  It  certainly  was!  For 
those  who  attended,  however,  the  meeting  provided  a  potentially  once-m-a-hfetime  experience,  and 
provided  me  with  an  unexpected  opportunity  to  add  to  my  collection. 

During  the  meeting,  I  got  the  chance  to  meet  com  dealer  Mike  Garafalo  and  his  wife  Barbara;  Mike 
conducts  business  under  the  name  Liberty  Numismatics.  I  had  purchased  a  few  pieces  of  commemorative 
ephemera  via  eBay  from  Mike,  but  had  never  met  him  in  person.  It  was  a  pleasure! 

While  Anthony  Swiatek  provided  the  main  program,  Mike  brought  along  a  very  interesting  plaster  model 
of  an  alternative  design  for  the  Delaware  Tercentenary  half  dollar.  As  a  collector  of  US  commemorative 
medals,  I  have  seen  quite  a  few  plaster  models  of  medals  over  the  years  but  this  was  the  first  time  I  had 
the  opportunity  to  examine  firsthand  a  model  intended  for  a  commemorative  com  (the  illustrations  in  Don 
Taxay’s  book  on  commemoratives  don’t  count!).  It  was  quite  an  experience!  I’m  not  sure  that  I’ll  ever 
see  the  model  again,  so  I’m  glad  I  got  the  opportunity.  I’m  sure  that  the  collector  who  purchased  the 
piece  is  one  very  proud  and  happy  owner! 

In  addition  to  the  plaster  model,  Mike  also  brought  along  a  com  holder  for  the  Delaware  Tercentenary', 
but  it  was  a  holder  with  which  I  was  completely  unfamiliar.  The  piece  was  for  the  Two  Kronor  coin 
issued  by  Sweden  in  conjunction  with  the  US  half  dollar.  While  I  was  certainly  aware  of  the  coin  and  its 
close  ties  to  the  US  commemorative  piece,  I  had  never  seen  an  original  holder  for  it. 

As  a  collector  of  commemorative  ephemera,  I  naturally  inquired  about  the  piece’s  availability. 
Unfortunately,  I  was  “too  late”  as  the  holder  had  already  been  committed  to  another  collector.  Mike  said 
he  would  keep  me  in  mind  if  another  came  his  way,  and,  true  to  his  word,  I  was  contacted  a  short  time 
later  about  another  piece  that  might  soon  be  available.  I  confirmed  my  interest  in  the  holder  and 
ultimately  purchased  it.  The  holder  was  intact  and  in  excellent  condition,  and  was  free  of  tears  and 
distracting  marks.  It  also  included  four  gem  uncirculated  examples  of  the  Two  Kronor  coin. 

The  holder  is  very  similar  in  design  to  the  holders  employed  for  several  US  commemoratives.  It  is  a 
folder-style  holder  featuring  a  cardboard  panel  with  slots  for  four  coins.  The  piece  features  printing  on  all 
three  available  panels  (front,  inside  left  and  back),  and  measures  3.25”  wide  by  5.25”  high  when  closed. 
The  holder  was  printed  on  white,  coated  stock  (i.e.,  paper  with  a  glossy  finish)  in  blue  ink.  Figures  1  and 
2  present  the  outside  and  inside  panels  of  the  piece,  respectively. 
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Unlike  the  US  piece,  which  was  promoted  by  the  Delaware  Swedish  Tercentenary  Commission  based  in 
Wilmington,  Delaware,  the  Two  Kronor  piece  was  promoted  by  the  Swedish  American  Tercentenary 
Association  with  offices  in  New'  York  City  and  Chicago. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  find  an  onginal  selling  price  for  the  coins  from  the  Association.  In  looking 
through  contemporary  issues  of  The  Numismatist,  however,  I  found  dealer  ads  for  the  coins  ranging  in 
price  from  $1.00  to  $1 .50.  More  research  on  this  point  is  necessary.  I  do  know  that  the  coins  and  holder 
were  available  beyond  the  1938  celebration  period,  as  evidenced  by  the  postmark  on  the  shipping 
envelope  for  my  set  -  March,  1941. 
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Another  interesting  comparative  note,  the  holder  for  the  US  commemorative  describes  the  coin  as  a 
“commemorative  marking  the  three  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  settlement  in  Delaware  and  the 
Delaware  River  valley.”  In  contrast,  the  Swedish  holder  states  the  com  is  “In  commemoration  of  the 
300th  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  New  Sweden  in  1638.”  The  tercentenary  story  takes  on  a  much 
more  “colonial”  perspective  in  the  Swedish  holder  than  it  does  on  the  US  piece.  Figures  3  and  4  present 
the  holder  for  the  Delaware  Tercentenary  half  dollar  for  comparison. 
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Figure  3 
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I  walked  into  the  SUSCC  meeting  expecting  only  to  spend  some  time  with  fellow  commemorative 
collectors  and  perhaps  learn  a  bit  about  the  coins  that  I  enjoy  collecting.  While  those  expectations  were 
met,  the  contact  I  made,  and  the  opportunity  it  ultimately  provided  me,  made  the  meeting  a  truly 
memorable  expenence. 
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Figure  4 
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I  wonder  what  surprises  are  in  store  for  me  (and  you)  at  the  next  SUSCC  meeting.  I  look  forward  to 
seeing  you  there!  ♦ 
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Commemoratives  from  1892-1954 


U.S.  Mint 

The  1892  Columbian  Exposition  half  dollar  was  the  first  commemorative  coin  authorized  by  Congress. 
From  1892  through  1954,  subsequent  legislation  authorized  the  U.S.  Mint  to  produce  commemorative 
coins  for  53  different  events,  occasions,  or  individuals.  This  resulted  in  the  Mint  producing  a  total  of  157 
silver  and  gold  commemorative  coins. 

As  early  as  1925,  many  in  Congress  expressed  concern  over  bills  introduced  to  "...commemorate  events 
of  local  and  not  national  interest...."  After  extensive  hearings  on  the  "objectionable  practices  and  abuses 
related  to  the  issuance  of  special  coins",  as  published  in  House  Report  No.  101,  issued  February  27,  1939, 
Congress  passed  legislation  prohibiting  "...the  issuance  and  coinage  of  certain  commemorative  coins..." 
(Public  Law  No.  278-76th  Congress  -  Approved  August  5,  1939),  which  also  halted  the  issue  of  all 
commemorative  coins  already  approved. 

With  the  exception  of  Acts  signed  on  August  7,  1946,  for  the  Iowa  Centennial  and  Booker  T.  Washington 
half  dollars,  and  an  amendment  to  one  of  these  in  1951  for  the  (George  Washington)  Carver-  (Booker  T.) 
Washington  half  dollar,  no  further  coins  were  authorized.  Produced  from  1951  through  1954,  the  Carver  - 
Washington  half  dollar  was  the  last  of  the  pre-modem  commemorative  com  programs. 

Commemoratives  from  1892-1954 

1951-54  George  Washington  Carver-Booker  T.  Washington  Half  Dollar 

1946-51  Booker  T.  Washington  Memorial  Half  Dollar 

1946  Iowa  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1938  New  Rochelle,  New  York  Half  Dollar 

1937  Roanoke  Island,  North  Carolina  Half  Dollar 

1937  Battle  of  Antietam  Half  Dollar 

1936  York  County,  Maine  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

1936  Wisconsin  Territorial  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1936  Robinson-Arkansas  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1936  Providence,  Rhode  Island  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

1936  Norfolk,  Virginia  Bicentennial  Half  Dollar 

1936  Lynchburg,  Virginia  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar 

1936  Long  Island  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

1936  Battle  of  Gettysburg  Half  Dollar 
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1936  Elgin,  Illinois  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1936  Delaware  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

1936  Columbia,  South  Carolina  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar 

1936  Cleveland  Great  Lakes  Exposition  Half  Dollar 

1936  Cincinnati  Music  Center  Half  Dollar 

1936  Bridgeport,  Connecticut  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1936  Bay  Bridge  San  Francisco-Oakland  Half  Dollar 

1936  Albany,  New  York  Charter  Half  Dollar 

1935-36  San  Diego-California-Pacific  Exposition  Half  Dollar 

1935  Old  Spanish  Trail  Half  Dollar 

1935  Hudson,  New  York  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar 

1935  Connecticut  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

1935-39  Arkansas  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1934-38  Texas  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1934  Maryland  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

1934-38  Daniel  Boone  Bicentennial  Half  Dollar 

1928  Hawaiian  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar 

1927  Vermont  Sesquicentennial  (Bennington)  Half  Dollar 

1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  Quarter  Eagle 

1926  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  Half  Dollar 

1926,  1928,  1933-34,  1936-39  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  Half  Dollar 

1925  Fort  Vancouver  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1925  Stone  Mountain  Memorial  Half  Dollar 

1925  Lexington-Concord  Sesquicentennial  Half  Dollar 

1925  California  Diamond  Jubilee  Half  Dollar 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

1923  Monroe  Doctrine  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1922  Grant  Memorial  Gold  Dollar 

1922  Grant  Memorial  Half  Dollar 

1921  Missouri  Centennial  Half  Dollar 
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1921  Alabama  Centennial  Half  Dollar 


1920-21  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  Half  Dollar 

1920  Maine  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1918  Illinois  Centennial  Half  Dollar 

1916-17  McKinley  Memorial  Gold  Dollar 

1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  Gold  $50  (Octagonal) 

1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  Gold  $50  (Round) 

1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  Quarter-Eagle 

1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  Gold  Dollar 

1915  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  Half  Dollar 

1904-05  Lewis  and  Clark  Exposition  Gold  Dollar 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Gold  Dollar  (McKinley) 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  Gold  Dollar  (Jefferson) 

1900  Lafayette  Dollar 

1893  Queen  Isabella  Quarter  Dollar 

1892-93  Columbian  Exposition  Half  Dollar 


TALKING 

COMMEMORATIVE' 


It  took  two  ships 
to  haul  my  dowry 
to  the  new  world! 


26 


How  Poes 


Infl  uence  Values-’ 


by  James  Halperin 


There  I  was,  standing  at  another  dealer's 
table,  praying  the  man  ahead  of  me 
wouldn't  buy  the  coin  he  was  looking  at,  so  that 
I  could.  The  coin  in  question  was  a  bargain- 
priced  1796/5  small  eagle  $5  that  I  quickly  re¬ 
wholesaled  for  about  30%  over  cost.  The  other 
guy  passed  because  the  coin  had  been  gently 
cleaned.  (Praise  the  Lord!) 

Like  many  anecdotes,  this  one  has  a  moral, 
which  is  that  successful  coin  evaluators  must 
create  a  "degree  scale"  for  any  imperfection  or 
defect.  Severity  of  cleaning,  for  example,  can 
range  from  nearly  undetectable  to  so  harsh  as  to 
eliminate  most  of  a  coin's  market. 

First  consider  what  can  be  reasonably 
expected.  To  illustrate,  most  bust  dollars  have 
been  cleaned  and  I  would  imagine  that  in  the 
case  of  many  early  coins,  those  who  assemble 
most  of  the  price  guides  assume  that  some 
cleaning  may  have  occurred.  So  if  the  cleaning 
happened  long  ago  and  the  surfaces  have  re¬ 
toned  attractively,  then  the  cleaning  may  be 


overlooked  by  most  collectors.  (Those  who  only 
buy  examples  with  absolutely  original  surfaces 
should  expect  either  to  pay  a  substantial 
premium  or  to  wait  a  long  time  between 
purchases.) 

By  contrast,  it  would  strike  me  as  foolish  to 
purchase  a  modern  silver  commemorative  that 
was  even  slightly  cleaned  unless  the  discount 
was  substantial,  since  pristine  specimens  are 
readily  available. 

My  point  is  that  when  assembling  any  coin 
collection,  an  intelligent  collector  will  attempt  to 
strike  a  balance  between  condition,  availability 
and  price.  Even  if  cost  isn't  a  consideration, 
perfection  is  seldom  obtainable.  What's  far  more 
important  than  deciding  whether  you're  willing 
to  accept  a  cleaned  coin,  is  knowing  whether  or 
not  you  did.  Over  the  coming  weeks  I  will 
suggest  methods  that  will  help  any  collector, 
from  beginner  to  expert,  improve  his  or  her 
skills  at  recognizing  the  various  components  of 
coin  valuation.  Including  cleaning. 


We  appreciate  your  support! 

Gary  Beedon,  SUSCC  Editor,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 

E-mail:  beedon@earthlink.net 
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You  may  be  able  to  save  a  few  dollars  to  spend  at  a  coin  show! 


By  Patrick  C. 

J 

One-Way  or  Round  Trip 

Some  fares  are  published  as  one-way  fares,  which  you  may  use  to  travel  in  one  direchon.  If  you 
prefer,  you  can  pay  twice  the  one-way  fare  and  travel  round  trip. 

Manv  fares  are  published  as  round  trip  fares.  Often  a  round  trip  fare  costs  less  than  twice  a  one¬ 
way  fare,  and  indeed,  often  less  than  a  single  one-way  fare.  Round  trip  fares  generally  have 
more  restricted  fare  rules.  If  you  are  traveling  one-way  only,  it  may  be  less  expensive  to  buy  a 
round  trip  fare.  Remember  that  you  may  not  get  a  refund  for  the  unused  portion  of  your  ticket. 

The  Dollar  Amount  (Plus  Tax) 

The  dollar  amount  of  a  published  fare  is  what  is  known  as  the  base  fare.  This  amount  goes  to 
the  airline.  On  top  of  the  base  fare,  you  must  pay  a  variety  of  taxes  and  surcharges.  Most  online 
travel  products  quote  the  fares  including  all  taxes.  The  standard  domestic  federal  US  tax  is  7.5%. 
Some  airports  charge  what  are  called  passenger  facility  charges  (PFC)  for  all  passengers  going 
through  those  airports.  These  funds  are  directed  to  airport  improvements.  A  segment  tax  of  $3 
per  segment  is  also  applicable  on  most  tickets.  International  travel  results  in  additional  taxes 
from  other  countries. 

The  Class  of  Sendee  Required  for  Booking 

To  understand  this  very  important  point  we  must  introduce  the  concept  of  inventory  control.  In 
order  to  be  profitable,  the  airline  is  not  likely  to  allow  all  seats  on  the  aircraft  to  be  available  at 
special  fare  rates,  even  if  every  passenger  could  meet  the  necessary  restrictions.  In  other  words, 
the  airline  allocates  only  a  certain  number  of  seats  at  each  fare  level  for  each  flight.  The  number 
of  seats  allocated  at  each  fare  level  depends  on  many  factors,  such  as  tire  route  involved,  the 
time  of  year,  the  usual  business/ leisure  passenger  breakdown  on  that  route,  the  time  of  day, 
etc.  Airlines  have  inventory  control  departments  to  determine  how  many  seats  are  allocated  at 
each  fare  on  each  flight.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  the  college  student,  if  his  flight  of  choice  was 
already  heavily  booked,  all  of  the  special  fares  may  be  sold  out  at  the  time  he  makes  a 
reservation,  although  the  flight  itself  may  still  have  some  seats  available  at  the  full  coach  fare. 
The  student  would  then  have  to  choose  a  different  flight  or  elect  to  pay  the  full  fare  (or  some 
fare  in  between). 

Different  classes.. .same  economy  seats! 

In  airline  reservation  computer  systems,  the  allocation  of  seats  at  different  fare  categories  is 
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accomplished  through  the  use  ot  class  of  service”  codes.  Do  not  confuse  these  codes  with  the 
actual  class  ot  service  (e.g.  First  Class,  Business  Class,  Coach).  While  First  Class  and  Business 
Class  do  have  their  own  class  of  service  codes,  many  different  class  of  service  codes  are  used  for 
the  Coach  cabin,  even  though  all  of  the  passengers  sit  in  the  same  place.  For  example,  the 
business  traveler  and  the  college  student  may  sit  next  to  each  other  in  the  Coach  cabin,  even 
though  their  reservations  were  made  with  different  class  of  service  codes. 

Class  Examples 

Generally  speaking  First  Class  is  coded  as  F  or  P,  Business  Class  as  C  or  J,  and  Full-  Fare  Coach 
as  Y.  Most  special  fares  (referred  to  as  subclasses,  since  they  are  subclasses  of  the  Coach  class) 
are  coded  using  other  letters,  such  as  M,  B,  H,  K,  Q,  L,  V,  etc.  Each  airline  generally  has  a 
hierarchical  structure  for  the  subclass  codes  -  e.g.  on  one  airlme  the  order  is  generally 
MBHVQL,  where  M  is  usually  close  to  a  full  Y  fare  and  L  is  usually  a  deeply  discounted  fare. 
The  hierarchical  structure  varies  however  from  airline  to  airline  (e.g.  on  another  airline  M  may 
be  heavily  discounted). 

When  checking  whether  a  particular  flight  is  available,  what  you  really  want  to  know  is  what 
classes  are  available?  If  you  are  looking  for  a  low  fare  requiring  booking  in  Q  class,  then  you 
must  find  a  flight  for  which  Q  class  is  available.  Lf  Q  class  is  sold  out  on  that  flight,  then  you  will 
have  to  pay  a  higher  fare  to  take  that  flight,  or  choose  another  flight. 

The  Fare  Basis  Code 

The  fare  basis  code  provides  information  about  the  specific  fare  in  addition  to  the  class  of 
service  required  for  booking.  Every  published  fare  has  a  fare  basis  code,  and  this  code  appears 
on  the  ticket  in  the  fare  basis  box.  More  than  one  fare,  and  thus  more  than  one  fare  basis  code, 
may  exist  for  each  class  of  service  for  booking.  For  example,  two  fares  for  H  class  may  exist  - 
one  for  midweek  travel  and  one  for  weekend  travel. 

Consider  a  return  fare  across  the  country  with  fare  basis  code  HL7LNR.  The  first  letter  H  refers 
to  the  class  of  service  for  booking  (H  class).  The  L  refers  to  low  season,  the  7refers  to  the 
requirement  for  7-day  advance  booking,  the  next  L  refers  to  long-haul,  and  the  NR  means  non- 
refundable.  The  fare  would  presumably  be  different  if  it  were  14-days  in  advance  or  if  it  were 
high  season.  In  that  case  both  the  fare  and  the  fare  basis  code  would  be  different.  Often  you  will 
see  the  letters  X  or  W,  referring  to  midweek  or  weekend  travel  respectively.  You  will  never  be 
required  to  make  inferences  about  fare  rules  based  on  fare  basis  codes.  The  fare  rules  are 
specifically  spelled  out,  and  a  whole  section  is  dedicated  to  fare  rules.  What  you  should 
understand  is  that  every  fare  has  a  unique  fare  basis  code,  and  that  one  class  of  service  booking 
class  can  have  more  than  one  fare  associated  with  it. 

The  fare  rules 

An  entire  section  is  dedicated  to  fare  rules.  In  simple  terms,  every  published  fare  also  has  a 
published  set  of  fare  rules.  These  rules  govern  the  conditions  that  must  be  met  for  a  passenger 
to  qualify  for  this  fare.  These  conditions  may  include,  for  example,  advance  purchase 
requirements,  minimum  and / or  maximum  stay  requirements,  day  of  week  restrictions,  time  of 
day  restrictions,  routing  restrictions,  season  restrictions,  change  penalties,  cancellation 
penalties,  etc. 
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Florida  Quarter  Launch 

April  7,  9:30  a.m.  at  Kennedy  Space 
Center  Visitor  Complex 

Hosted  by:  Governor  Jeb  Bush 
United  States  Mint  Director, 
Henrietta  Holsman  Fore  and 
NASA  Administrator,  Sean  O’Keefe 


You’re  invited  to  join  in  the 
festivities  as  the  United  States 
Mint  and  the  State  of  Florida 
launch  the  new  Florida  Quarter 
at  Kennedy  Space  Center. 

Your  Kennedy  Space  Center 
Visitor  Complex  ticket  allows 
one  free  admission  to  the  event. 
Children  18  years  of  age  and 
under  to  receive  a  free  new 
Florida  Quarter.  Please  allow 
time  for  the  security  screening. 


For  more  information  about  the  event 
please  call  321-449-4444 


Florida  Quarter  Launch  ticket  required  for  access  to  the  event.  This  ticket  does  not  grant 
admission  to  Kennedy  Space  Center  shows  or  tours  and  cannot  be 
combined  with  any  other  offer  or  discount. 


one  free  admission  to  the  event. 
Children  18  years  of  age  and 
under  to  receive  a  free  new 
Florida  Quarter.  Please  allow 
time  for  the  security  screening. 


For  more  information  about  the  event 
please  call  321-449-4444 


Flonda  Quarter  Launch  ticket  required  for  access  to  the  event.  This  ticket  docs  not  grant 
admission  to  Kennedy  Space  Center  shows  or  tours  and  cannot  be 
combined  with  any  other  offer  or  discount. 
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Membership  Application 


Socicru  For  CJ.S.  CommcmoRdrive  Coins 

4-/ 

•  I  hereby  apply  for  membership  in  the  Society  for  U.S.  Commemorative  Coins 
(SUSCC),  subject  to  the  bylaws  of  said  Society. 

•  Membership  runs  from  January  1st  to  December  31st  of  each  year. 

•  Annual  Dues:  $20.00  per  adult  and  $10.00  per  Junior  (Age  17  and  under). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State  and  Zip  Code 
Daytime  Telephone  Number 

Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

Signature  and  Membership  Number  of  Sponsor  (optional) 

Birth  Date  (Junior  Members) 

Signature  of  Parent  or  Guardian  (Junior  Members) 


Enclose  dues  with  your  application  (copy  ok)  and  send  to: 

SUSCC,  P.O.  Box  2335,  Huntington  Beach,  CA  92647 


